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Project Update
Your Monthly Update of Projects From North Staffordshire GP Federation

GP Federation Locum Bank
INSIDE THIS UPDATE...

The website is now “live”

International GP Recruitment Update
Staffordshire Physician Associates
Speed Dating Event for GP Recruitment

If you haven’t already registered as a Practice Manager then
please contact Lucy Minshull (lucy@howbeckhealthcare.co.uk)
who can help you get started.
Practices can register their vacancies/ available slots & GPs can
register their details to provide locum cover.

Smoking Cessation Tender
GP Retired Doctors

NSGPF are working with the CSU to develop a mobile app for the
website and moving forward practices will be able to recruit for
other practice staff including Nursing team, admin staff and reception staff

Priority Work Areas
Hanley Primary Care Access Hub
Extended Access
Care Home Co-ordination Centre

WE HAVE A NEW WEBSITE

Care Home Subcontracting

Please come visit our new North Staffordshire GP Federation website

North Staffordshire Alliance Board

www.nsgpfed.org.uk

GP Vacancy– Hartshill Medical Centre
National GP Practice Events

SUPPORTING PRACTICE MANAGER’S TRAINING– 7 UPDATES IN 1 DAY
Almost 70 Practice Managers and Assistant Managers met for a long-overdue training update day at Port Vale. This was provided
by colleagues from the Dudley area who were recommended to us by local Practice Managers.
This was an excellent day, and gave Practice Managers the type of update day that Nursing and GP colleagues value so much.
Updates on the day included:
 Employment Law
- Care Quality Commission
- Complaints handling
 Maximising Practice Income
- NHS Pension arrangements
- Information Governance –including GDPR

Feedback from the event included:

“Good variety of speakers & updates available”
“Excellent conference– well done!”

“Very good & informative”
“Liked the short snappy updates”

Further training sessions and guidance will follow on from this. We hope this will be of real value to practices as part of our
evolving ‘Working at Scale’ offer that is all aimed at trying to make life easier for us all in terms of day-to-day responsibilities.
Your involvement and ideas around how we can collectively build on this success, in the future, really matters. Please share your
ideas with the GP Federation via your federation contacts or by emailing NorthStaffordshire.gpfederation@nhs.net

INTERNATIONAL GP RECRUITMENT
As a LHE, we had already been successful in securing 25 GPs from our first international GP’s bid , which was submitted by
NHSE primary care lead Rebecca Woods and we have now had confirmation that our second bid for an additional 63 has been
supported in principle by the national team.
The next step is to get the 25 international GP’s to work locally in Staffordshire by April 2018 recruited by one of the 9 accredited organisations by NHSE. NSGPF is working with NHSE to get these GP’s locally.
Please look out for an expression of interest for your practice. NSGPF will make every effort to recruit these GPs to stay locally
and help with the current work force crisis.

STAFFORDSHIRE PHYSICIAN ASSOCIATES (PAs) AND INTERNSHIP—COHORT 2
Commencement date for new PAs will be the 12th March 2018. Cohort 2 includes 12 applicants across 12 GP practices (8 for
North Staffs GP and 6 for South Staffs).Issues have been securing the secondary care placements.
Appointment of an Advance Physician Associate has made. This is an experienced PA working in practice for up to 4 days with 1
day be focussed on developing the local PA Academy

GP SPEED DATING EVENT FOR RECRUITMENT
Following the success of the last speed dating event, which saw the successful employment of one GP, and a further two practices in negotiation. We have agreed to hold a second event on Thursday 19 th April 2018. If you are interested in attending
please contact Lucy Minshull Lucy@howbeckhealthcare.co.uk

SMOKING CESSATION TENDER BID
On behalf of all practices the GP Federation submitted a tender to provide Smoking Cessation services for the population of
Stoke on Trent.
The newly commissioned services, across Stoke on Trent, will go live on 1 st October 2018.
The date by when successful providers will be notified has not been specified, however, we hope to hear within the next couple of months.
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GP RETIRED DOCTORS SCHEME (NHSE CAREERS PLUS)
The GP Federation are currently supporting two GPs through this scheme. Some funding is still available for GPs looking to retire but stay working within the NHS. Please contact Lucy Minshull via email to: lucy@howbeckhealthcare.co.uk

PRIORITY WORK AREAS– WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK
Following the success of the Practice Manager training the GP Federation
are now exploring 4 Key Areas on behalf of practices. These include:
Support for packages for practices for the new GDPR legislation
Support around Health & Safety in General Practice
Support for CQC
HR Support Services

Through our colleague, Sue Ikin, who is working with the GP Federation we are exploring support packages for practices in each of
the areas above. Further details will be shortly sent out to practices to give you more information and find out if this support is
required.

HANLEY PRIMARY CARE ACCESS HUB
Hanley PCAH continues to be busy – seeing an average of 95 patients per day, which seems to have been typical for the winter
period. We hope this is helping demand and providing practices with options to offer your patients when you have reached
capacity.
Linked to this, the CCG are currently reviewing the service and getting patient views on the service at: Hanley Primary Care Access Hub (please click ctrl and the link to access)
Please share this link and encourage your patients to have their say. Please also contact the CCG if you have any views in terms
of the service and the benefit it provides to you and your patients (particularly any changes/improvements seen since the Federation took over the Centre). The current contract for these services is in place until July 2018, hence the CCG’s review.
Data on usage of Hanley PCAH, is available by practice based on an appointment rate per 1000 patients. We are happy to
share this at a locality level if people wish to receive this. Please be assured that your Federation does not see this as a performance measure. We would hope that you can also get access to similar data in terms of usage at Haywood Walk in Centre, Out
of Hours and Leek Minor Injuries Unit to get a complete picture.

EXTENDED ACCESS
We are hopeful that all the information will be used to evaluate and help the CCG to inform their plans for Extended Access
(the additional £6 per head as part of the GPFV).
As part of the Extended Access procurement we hope to be able to develop a model which supports General Practice, delivered at a Hub level across a number of sites in Northern Staffordshire. We hope to be able to discuss your views on this during
your locality meetings.
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CARE HOME COORDINATION CENTRE (CHoCC)
Thanks to the work of Dr Paul Roberts, the GP Federation has, at short notice, worked alongside commissioning colleagues to
provide an integrated service supporting the top 28 care homes with the highest A&E attendances.
Through partnership working we now have an integrated team including NS Combined Health, NSGPF, GPS and SSOTP– all colocated to coordinate and manage calls from these 28 care homes.
We are recruiting further Nurse Practitioners to support this service. We are also working with other stakeholders, including
the Douglas Macmillan Hospice.

CARE HOME SUBCONTRACTING
Thank you to those colleagues who recently responded to the email sent from NSGPF in relation to subcontracting their care
home GMS/PMS/APMS services to the GP Federation.
As a result 41 practices expressed their interest in further discussions, 4 declined. We are aware that 22 practices have no care
home patients.
As a result the GP Federation met with the CCG and NHSE to try to reach an agreed way forward for this, in the hope of supporting General Practice.
We are developing an outline plan to be able to discuss this in more detail to see how the GP Federation can support the patients in care homes, support the care homes and support practice sustainability. We will update you further once we have
any additional information to share.

KEY STAKEHOLDER OF NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ALLIANCE BOARD
North Staffs GP Federation continues to support the Alliance Board and has GP representatives attending from across the area.
As part of the STP a Staffordshire wide event is being organised to look at the roles, the governance and the reporting of the
Staffordshire Alliance Boards. We are assured that the GP Federation will be involved in this process.
Further details of any changes will be shared with practices.
Alliance Board GP Representatives are:
Dr Emma Sutton (Newcastle area)
Dr Paul Roberts (Stoke South area)
Dr Perumal Sankari (Stoke North area)
Dr Julie Oxtoby (Moorlands area)
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VACANCY– GP TO COVER MATERNITY LEAVE
GP Maternity Cover required– 1st March- 31st December 2018
2-6 sessions per week
Preferably Mon, Tues and Weds
Excellent remuneration including indemnity
We are in purpose built modern premises with plenty of parking, with close links with Keele University and North Staffordshire
GP Vocational Training Scheme. We teach medical students, GP registrars and hold regular educational sessions
We welcome informal visits / enquiries.
If you would like further information please contact:
Dr Vinesh Suchak 07903228433 Vinesh.Suchak@Stoke.nhs.uk or Dr Milan Mehta 07701091874 Milan.Mehta@Stoke.nhs.uk
To apply – please send CV and covering letter to surgery or via email to: Alison.challinor@northstaffs.nhs.uk
Hartshill Medical Centre, Ashwell Rd, Hartshill, ST4 6AT

Tel: 03001231893

NATIONAL EVENTS FOR PRACTICES
General Practice Transformation Champions event – 22 March 2018, London
NHS England is running the third General Practice Transformation Champions event on 22 March 2018 at the De Vere Grand
Connaught Rooms, London. The one day conference is for anyone involved in leading improvement and transformation in general practice in the NHS. A packed programme includes practicalities of using the 10 High Impact Actions, and leadership sessions from the frontline of transformation. This event is free to attend.
Slides from the previous events are available on NHS England’s website.

Practice Managers Development Conference - 7 March 2018, Manchester
Calling all Practice Managers! You are invited to attend the National Practice Manager Development Conference on Wednesday 7 March 2018 in Manchester. This dynamic one-day conference will give practical ideas for managing workload in the practice, working at scale and growing your confidence to lead in times of change. The event is free to attend and will give you the
opportunity to network with colleagues from all over the country. Register today, as spaces are limited.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE GP FEDERATION CONTACT DETAILS
Hanley Primary Care Access Hub
69 – 71 Stafford Street
Hanley
Stoke on Trent
ST1 1LW
Main Telephone: 01782 987585
Ian Gibson, Business Manager Ext 1935
Sarah Blenkinsop, Head of Development and Engagement Ext 1949
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